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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Haneda 
et al (USPGPub 20040223168 A1). 

With respect to claim 1 , Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
for synthesizing a subject image with at least an additional image to produce a 
composite image, comprising: 

an image input device (image filing and printing apparatus, para. 0099) for 
inputting image data of said subject image into a memory (image memory 35, para. 
0103); 

an image processing device (photo-joy printing service, para. 0099) for 
processing said image data to synthesize said subject image with at least an additional 
image; and 

a mode switching device (MPU 30, which controls the apparatus , when the 
selection of the subject images to be synthesized (reads on overlay mode) by the user 
has been completed, the display screen of the display device 33 is switched to an 
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inlaying screen, para. 0165) for switching over said image synthesizing apparatus 
between an overlay mode (para. 0133, line 2- line 5) and an inlay mode, wherein, in 
said overlay mode, said image data of said subject image is input into said memory in a 
size corresponding to a designated print size of said composite image (para. 0133, line 
8- line 11), and at least an additional image is overlaid on a predetermined portion of 
said subject image (see Fig. 12), whereas, in said inlay mode, a mount area is defined 
in said memory in correspondence with a designated print size of said composite image 
(a portion of the range of the subject image to be synthesized (the synthesis definition 
range) is extracted and synthesis processing is performed on the basis of the 
designation of the position and the information relating to the alignment which are 
obtained in the image synthesis on the display device 33, para. 0168), and said subject 
image and at least an additional image are inlaid in those ranges which are defined in 
variable sizes at appropriate locations within said mount area (see Fig. 23 showing 
controls such as enlargement and multisize). 

With respect to claim 2, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 1, wherein said image processing device processes said image data 
of said subject image on the basis of a template selected from among a plurality of 
templates (one kind of template image is selected among a plurality kinds of template 
images. A subject image is synthesized on the selected template image, para. 01 16). 

With respect to claim 3, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 2, wherein said templates comprise templates which are prepared in 
correspondence with a plurality of kinds of additional images available in said overlay 
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mode, and templates for use in said inlay mode each of which is produced for each 
composite image to define the print size of said composite image, and the sizes and 
locations of said subject image and at least an additional image within said composite 
image (each of the template image data recording area for image display and the 
template image data recording area for printing is further divided into recording areas 
depending on the kind of template image. Template image data corresponding to the 
kind of template is stored in each of the areas, para. 0116, lines 4-10, and a decoration 
template includes types depending on the number of subject images and whether the 
subject images are displayed longitudinally or laterally. Template image data is stored 
for each type, para. 01 17). 

With respect to claim 4, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 3, wherein said additional images available for said overlay mode 
comprise those images which are each constituted of a transparent portion for partly 
exposing said subject image and an ornamental image portion to be superimposed on 
said subject image (magnetic information recording areas 3a and 3c are also provided 
by applying a transparent magnetic material on a film. The magnetic information 
recording areas 3a and 3b, provided on the other side of the photographic film 1 are 
generally used for recording information in response to entry by a user, para. 0075- 
0076). 

With respect to claim 5, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 4, wherein said ornamental image portions comprise images to frame 
said subject image (magnetic information recording areas (frame information recording 
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areas) 3b and 3d provided in correspondence to each of the image recording areas 4 
are used for recording information (frame information) relating to an image recorded, 
para. 0077). 

With respect to claim 6, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 2, wherein said templates comprise templates defining at least a 
character inlaying range for inlaying characters in said composite image (see Fig. 10, 
specifically the "x,y" location of the template "Title Display" characters which is inlaid in 
the composite image). 

With respect to claim 7, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 2, wherein when the same template is selected to be used for a 
plurality of subject images in said overlay mode, said image input device inputs image 
data of said plurality of subject images in continuous succession in response to a 
command, and said image processing device processes said image data of said subject 
images on the basis of said same template to produce a plurality of composite images 
successively (when there is a plurality of subject images to be synthesized, the 
processing is repeated, para. 0168). 

With respect to claim 8, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 1 , wherein said image input device comprises a scanner (scanner 42, 
para. 0106) for picking up image data from an original. 

With respect to claim 9, Haneda et al disclose an image synthesizing apparatus 
as recited in claim 8, wherein said scanner comprises a film scanner (film scanner of 
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Fig. 4, and see para. 0088-0094) that picks up image data from pictures photographed 
on a photographic film. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Blank (USPN 5,469,536) disclose an image editing system for constructing 
composite images. 

Romano et al (USPN 5,920,685) disclose a printing system, for merging a 
scanned image with a merge image to produce a composite image. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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